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t delights me that the Centre for Child and the Law, National Law School of India
University has released its Inaugural Newsletter.

| take this opportunity to express my appreciation for the remarkable work that is being

done by CCL on significant issues of education, juvenile justice, child protection and
4 food security among others, with a focus on law and legal processes as instruments
‘ of social change.

| congratulate Prof. Dr. Ashok R. Patil, the Faculty Coordinator, the Programme Heads
and the rest of the CCL team for the good work that is being carried out and wish them
every success in their future endeavours.

Prof. (Dr.) R. Venkata Rao

MESSAGE FROM THE
VIBE GHANGELLUH | wish the readers an enriching and informative reading experience and the Centre for

Child and the Law, a great journey ahead!

would like to congratulate the Centre for Child and the Law for the commendable work
being done in the area of Child Rights Law.

The consistent and meticulous hard work by the Programme heads and their respective
teams at the Centre is captured well in this Inaugural Newsletter.

Access to justice has always been a matter of great concern. | believe that with the kind
of remarkable work being carried out, CCL will reach great heights in time to come.

Prof. (Dr.) 0. V. Nandimath | wish the Faculty Coordinator; Prof. Dr. Ashok R. Patil and the CCL team every success

MESSAGE FROM THE in their endeavours.

REGISTRAR

t gives me immense pleasure to announce that the Centre for Child and the Law,
one of the oldest research centres at NLSIU, completed 18 years of work on issues
concerning children, since its establishment on April 1, 1996. CCL is publishing its
Inaugural Newsletter to commemorate this occasion.

At the outset, | would like to thank Prof. (Dr.) Madhav Menon the founder Director
of NLSIU, for the special interest he had taken on child rights in the early years of
NLSIU’s existence, having also been instrumental in establishing the Centre. | would like
to also express my heartfelt gratitude to Prof. Babu Mathew, who, as founder Faculty

Prof. (Dr.) Ashok R. Patil Co-ordinator of CCL spent more than eight years, nurturing and strengthening it into
a unique multi-disciplinary research centre, drawing from his own rich expertise and
MESSAGE FROM THE experience in the field.

FACU'." coonmm‘“on One of the earliest activities on child rights law undertaken at NLSIU was a National
consultation on the UN CRC and the Legal Framework, with support from UNICEF in
1995-'96. The Centre for Child and the Law has over the years built on this early work, having evolved and expanded work
in areas such as Juvenile Justice, Child Labor, Right to Equitable Quality Education, Child Sexual Abuse, Food Security and
Child Marriage among others. CCL adopts a human rights and multi-disciplinary approach to address issues concerning
children and the law, and engages in a constructive and yet critical collaboration with the state.

CCL is unique among the other research centres at NLSIU, in that it not only undertakes research, teaching, knowledge
generation/ dissemination, training, networking, lobbying and advocacy on a range of issues, but more significantly, engages
in direct field action through grass root work undertaken in the community, in order to ensure grounded participatory and
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bottom up engagement with policy and law that impacts
children - our most vulnerable and valuable citizens. Over
the years, CCL has done laudable work on various issues
and has received much acclaim. | am glad to say that the
Centre is now engaging in efforts to support and strengthen
similar centres/cells in other Universities across India as
part of its planned activities supported by the Sir Dorabji
Tata Trust.

It is a matter of great pride that CCL has built confidence
in external donors who see this unique research centre as
a national resource. Creditably, CCL had not only attracted
donor partnerships such as UNICEF and others but a decade
long partnership with HIVOS, a partnership with Child

Arlene Manoharan
Fellow, Programme Head — Juvenile Justice

Looking back down the memory lane, | can say that for
me, the challenge of striding the worlds of academia and
grass root activism, of social work and law, of children
and adults, of local and national, and of engagement with
civil society and the state has definitely been daunting, but
also extremely rewarding. | realized that by providing NGO
services to children (which | had done for nine years prior to
joining CCL), one could indeed make a qualitative difference
to children in the organization’s target group, but by working
at CCL, one could also contribute to knowledge generation,
capacity building, policy and law, thereby impacting the lives
of millions of children around the country. In fact, memories
of my first day at CCL is imprinted clearly on my mind — the
day when Ms. Maneka Gandhi, the then Minister of Women
and Child Development had come to NLSIU, to discuss the
Juvenile Justice Bill that was being drafted by NLSIU on her
request. And now ironically, more than fifteen years later,
| have a sense of déja vu, with the very same Ms. Gandhi
now back in the very same chair, proposing the Juvenile
Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Bill 2014.

| have seen how the lived experience of one tormented child
discharged from the JJ system was fed into our research and
the notified JJ rules, and remember then experiencing the
palpable thrill of witnessing the written letter of the law being
fertilized and formulated, emerging directly from the seed
of rich field experience reflected in the voice of vulnerable
children for whom the law is intended. The contribution
made to NLSIU’s academic programmes on child rights

Rights and You that enabled the building of an entire wing
on the first floor of the academic block from which CCL
now operates, and more recently a massive external grant
from the Sir Dorabji Tata Trust — one that is larger than any
other received by a Research Centre at NLSIU in the past
25 years. Funds are also being generated from publications
and the pioneering one year Post Graduate Diploma in Child
Rights Law.

| sincerely appreciate the everlasting dedication and
hard work shown by the Programme Heads; Dr. Niranjan
Aradhya, Ms. Arlene Manoharan and Dr. Neetu Sharma and
their respective teams and the commendable work that they
have been doing for all these years.

law reflects the value of striding these worlds, helping to
demonstrate that the raison de etre of a Law University
is not only to teach law, but to enable access to justice,
and to creatively contribute to the formulation/reform of
people centric progressive policy/law through constructive
inter-disciplinary inclusive dialogue, research and praxis,
while informing teaching and generation/dissemination of
knowledge.

The most poignant moment | experienced at NLSIU was
the sight of children from remote villages of Ramanagaram
and government run statutory homes walking through its
hallowed portals to participate in CCLs commemoration of
International Human Rights Day (10™ December 2009), each
little face expressing the awe and thrill of being somehow
associated with this premier institution. The melting of
hearts and the breaking of conventional barriers/mindsets
that | observed in the NLSIU community on that day touched
me even more.

Dr. Niranjanaradhya V.P
Fellow, Programme Head — Right to Education

| joined CCL in March 2000. At that time, CCL was
functioning from a small room on the first floor, normally
allocated to a single Faculty member. | was assigned to take
up a small research project on mapping the magnitude of
child labour in Bangalore Urban.

Since then, CCL has grown in leaps and bounds, both in
terms of physical space and its work related to children
and the law. | would like to say that | have also grown
professionally along with the organization during this period
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| can say with confidence that CCL and its work meant
everything for me in my life during the past fourteen
years, as | had dedicated almost all my time and energy
to the work | have been doing on Right to Education during
this time. | feel content that | have tried my level best to
accomplish the social agenda of the National Law School
of India University both at the State and National level. It is
not an exaggeration to say that many people in Karnataka,
particularly teachers, members of the School Development
and Monitoring Committees and elected representatives at
different levels recognize NLSIU through CCLs outstanding
contribution in the area of Right to Quality Education.

My experience of having successfully lobbied with
bureaucrats and elected representatives on issues related
to laws, policies and programmes on universalization of
school education has encouraged me to continue striving
to work on this issue along with the organization. | happily
cherish the memory of drafting the model bye-laws with
Ms. Aruna Kashyap (an NLSIU student volunteer) to
integrate School Development and Monitoring Committees
(SDMCs) within Panchayat Raj Institutions in order to avoid
political interference in the constitution of these SDMCs. |
am glad to share that these bye-laws were finally notified
on 14" June, 2006 in toto. This is one of the outstanding
achievements in my professional life at CCL, of course with
the unstinted support of NLSIU and my colleagues. | believe
there are more challenges and hurdles in the journey ahead
and that there is still a long way to go to build a society
where children can live a dignified and quality life. However,
| have faith in the anthem that was used during the African-
American Civil Rights Movement; We Shall Overcome, We
Shall Overcome, We Shall Overcome Someday!.

he Centre for Child and the Law (CCL) was established

on 1% April 1996, as a specialized multi-disciplinary
Research Centre of the National Law School of India
University (NLSIU) Bangalore. There are three Programmes
— one on Right to Universal Equitable Quality Education
(which includes work on addressing issues related
to Child Labour), one on Juvenile Justice (which also
includes activities on Child Protection, Child Sexual Abuse,
Commissions for Protection of Child Rights), and the third
on Right to Food. Work is also underway on Preventing Child
Marriage. Cross Cutting Programmes that involve persons
from all the three programmes include work on promoting
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Dr. Neetu Sharma
Fellow and Programme Head — Right to Food

It was indeed a life changing experience for me to start
working with CCL more than eight years ago, not only
because of the fact that the organisational culture was very
different from the places where | had worked before, but also
because work at CCL also entailed my having to relocate
from North to South India, with a different preferred language
of communication, and new colleagues and friends. At
CCL, the journey from the role of a research consultant,
research officer and subsequently Projects Manager was
full of learning experiences as well as challenges that have
certainly made me evolve into a stronger person.

Interest in the issue and the desire to so something path
breaking on the issues concerning food security never
died down. Also, having worked for many years on issues
concerning right to food and prior to that on child rights, it
was an obvious choice for me to work on the issue of right
to food and nutrition for children at CCL. The decision to
switch from a quasi admin role to core programme role
was a difficult one, and the transition from the role of a
Projects Manager to that of driving a programme was even
more challenging. However, at the individual level, | also
do cherish the moments when | experienced of success
accomplishments some of which have achieved in a rather
short period.

The stress of managing too many things singlehandedly
has come down with more hands and brains joining me;
and with their support | am sure this journey is going to be
even more interesting and accomplishing

and strengthening similar Centres/Cells on Children and
Law in other Universities around the country, Legal Literacy
material and Awareness programmes etc. Work related to
teaching and training on child law involves teaching the
Post Graduate Diploma on Child Rights Law, developing
and offering optional as well as seminar courses on various
child rights issues, informing the building of curriculum on
child rights law in other professional courses such as social
work, training modules for various functionaries etc.

The specific aim of CCL is to ensure social justice, human
rights and quality of life for all children in India, with special
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focus on equitable quality education, care, protection and
justice for marginalized and excluded children. CCL aims to
empower and enable increased assertion from children as
right holders at the grass root level, and also to positively
impact policy, law, legal education and professional practice
on issues concerning children and law at the macro level.
CCLs core functional areas include research, teaching,
knowledge generation/dissemination, direct engagement
with children and communities, lobbying, advocacy,
networking, training.

There are two field extension outreach programmes.
The first one is part of the Education Programme, and is
located at Bidadi in a rural village -Bannikuppe, 35 km
outside Bangalore. The second outreach programme is
part of the Juvenile Justice Programme, and is located in
a space provided by the Department of Women and Child
Development, Government of Karnataka, at Madivala, within
the campus housing the state run Observation Home under
the Juvenile Justice Act —the result of a unique constructive
and yet critical collaboration between CCL NLSIU and the
state that has grown over the years, in the interest of children

Centre Coordinators of CCL, NLSIU since inception
1st April 1996 —
315t March 2004
1st April 2004 -
31st March 2009
1st April 2009 -
1st May 2011
2nd May 2011 -
2nd March 2014

3rd March 2014 —
till date

1. Prof. Babu Mathew
2. Prof. (Dr) S. Japhet
3. Ms. Arlene Manoharan
4. Dr. Neetu Sharma

5. | Prof. (Dr) Ashok R Patil

Programme on Juvenile Justice (JJ)

The JJ Programme was initiated in 1996-97. The first
National Consultation on JJ in the country was organized
by CCL in 1998, and another National Consultation again
organized in November 1999 to discuss the draft of the JJ
Bill. Both these consultations were supported by UNICEF
and were a major milestone in the history of policy and law
concerning JJ in India. The programme has since evolved
(and continues to evolve), drawing from multi-disciplinary
bottom up praxis fed by professionals from the field of law
and related disciplines. It is currently being implemented by
legal researchers as well as practicing advocates, social

workers and counselors - all of who adopt an integrated,
rights based and action research model of engaging
with children and law. The team strategically adopts a
constructive and yet critical collaborative approach of
engaging with the state in the interest of children, working
from within the juvenile justice system itself operating from
space recently provided by the Department of Women and
Child Development, Government of Karnataka.

The JJ Programme has over the past 18 years, included a
range of activities and projects that cover not just issues
concerning juveniles alleged/found to be in conflict with law.
The phrase ‘justice to children’ would perhaps be more apt
— considering that activities have focused on broad areas
such as child rights; the multi-disciplinary approach; legal
aid, lawyering and children; and children’s courts; - as well
as work on specific thematic issues such as juvenile justice,
child protection, human rights institutions and children,
child sexual abuse, right to mental health for children in the
JJ system, etc.

A special feature of the JJ programme is the multi-
disciplinary outreach activities undertaken with children
and families who are in contact with the law or in need
of intervention by the state. This dimension helps to
ensure that the research, teaching, training, lobbying and
advocacy is grounded in and informed by the team’s close
engagement with the realities of children’s lives, as well
as in the direct interface with the state and civil society in
attempting to access and ensure justice to children. A team
of practitioners (advocates, social workers and counselors)
therefore offer direct services to approximately 30 children
and families per year who are entitled to care, protection
and justice by the state, through work with the courts, the
Juvenile Justice Boards, Child Welfare Committees, and the
Commissions for Children. The current focus is largely on
work with juveniles alleged to be in conflict with law.

Ms. Shruthi Ramakrishnan, Ms. Arlene Manoharan,

Ms. Kalpana Purushothaman, Ms. Swagata Raha and
Mr. Sangappa Vaggar
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There have been some significant achievements over the
years which include the impact on policies and law on
juvenile justice, child protection, commissions for children,
and child sexual abuse. Activities involving building the
capacities of government functionaries, Child Welfare
Committees and Juvenile Justice Boards, advocates
empanelled by the Karnataka State Legal Services Authority
(incollaboration with the KSLSA) have also been undertaken,
with team members also being invited as resource persons
across the country, including the National and State Judicial
Academies. The team has also recently successfully
engaged with litigation on issues concerning children in the
High Court of Karnataka as well as the Supreme Court.

The programme is led by Arlene Manoharan, Fellow and
Programme Head

Programme on Right to Education

The Education Programme at the Centre for Child and the
Law, NLSIU started at the time of its inception - way back in
1996. Inthe beginning, the focus was on the abolition of child
labour and to ensure education to all children upto the age
of 14 years. Since then CCL has engaged in some serious
research and has also been playing a significant role and
has contributed enormously to the Campaign Against Child
Labour (CACL). Gradually, the demand for making education
a fundamental right by bringing suitable amendment to the
Constitution based on the Unnikrishnan judgment grew as
a national campaign. CCL became the founder member of
the National Alliance for Fundamental Right to Education
(NAFRE) that was initiated by CRY. CCL subsequently
organized the first National level Consultation on “Right to
Education: A strategy to Eliminate Child Labour” in 1998 with
the support of UNICEF. CCL has significantly contributed to
the discourse on making education a fundamental right and
played a decisive role in the civil society campaign to bring
in the 86" Constitutional Amendment Act 2002 in order to
make education a Fundamental Right under the Constitution.

CCL subsequently continued to play a major role in the
formulation of central legislation as specified in Article 21A,
in order to operationalize the Constitutional 86" Amendment
Act. In the meanwhile, bearing in mind the limitations of the
86" Constitutional Amendment Act, CCL raised the need to
bring in the Common School System based on the principle
of ‘neighborhood school’ as part of Right to Education
discourse both at the state and national levels. CCL was one
of the founder members of Peoples Campaign for Common

[} re
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~ (L-R) Ms. Shruthi Raman, Ms. Krithika B.S, Mr. Prakash A.G,
Dr. Niranjanaradhya V.P Mr. Kumaraswamy, Ms. Sakamma,
Ms. Prathima, Ms. Shashikala, Mr. Ananth Raju

School System at the national level.

Currently, the programme on Universalisaling Equitable
Quality School Education at the Centre for Child and Law,
National Law School of India University, has been working
in close collaboration with the state and the civil society
groups including grass root level people’s movements,
in order to help realize the fundamental right to equitable
quality education.

The Education Programme adopts a multi-pronged strategy
to ensure effective implementation of the Right to Free and
Compulsory Education Act (2009) and believes that the
RTE Act should be used as a tool to achieve the larger goal
of building a national system of education, based on the
principle of accessible neighbourhood schools in order to
create a Common Schooling System as envisaged in the
earlier national policies of 1968, 1986 and 1992 (revised).A
unique rural based outreach programme is a distinguishing
feature of the Education Programme at CCL, one that aims at
working in partnership with children and rural communities
in order to claim their right to universal, quality, equitable
school education.

The programme is led by Dr. Niranjanaradhya V. P, Fellow
and Programme Head

Programme on Right to Food

(L-R) Ms. Neenu Suresh, Dr. Neetu Sharma,
Ms. Anjali Shivanand
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The work on right to food at the Centre for Child and the Law,
National Law School of India University received its impetus
with the discussions around the law on food security in the
country. The programme on Right to Food at CCL strives
to contribute to law making and reforms on the basis of
research and empirical studies that could inform the law
and policy. The programme adopts a holistic approach in

he main purpose of the Centre for Child and the Law

is to positively impact policy and law on matters
concerning children in India, particularly those children
who are marginalized and excluded. The Centre employs
multiple means and strategies to achieve this goal, be it
in the formulation or reform of these policies/laws or to
help ensure their effective implementation in the interest of
children.

The Juvenile Justice Programme has consistently engaged
with research, networking, lobbying and advocacy in
order to inform both the formulation/reform as well as the
effective implementation of law on juvenile justice at both
the State as well as the National level. Engagement with
formulation of policy and law on this issue took place from
way back in 1999, again in 2005 in order to inform the
Amendment Act 2006, and subsequently again in 2011,
on having been appointed by the Ministry of Women and
Child Development as a member of the expert committee
to review Amendments to the JJ Act. An almost parallel
engagement has taken place at the level of formulation of
delegated legislation, given that Arlene Manoharan was
appointed member of the Rule Drafting Committees of
some states such as Karnataka and Uttar Pradesh, and
the team had undertaken comparative research which has
positively impacted not only State rules in approximately
6-7 states, but also the 2007 Model Rules under the 2006
Amendment Act itself.

Early work undertaken on the Commission for Children Bill
(in 1999) at the request of the Ministry of Human Resource
Development, Government of India, gradually led to more
consistent engagement with the Bill that was finally brought
out in 2005, as well as with the notified Commissions for
Protection of Child Rights Act, 2005, and the State Rules
under the same. A smaller team within the JJ Programme,
implemented a two year project with support from UNICEF
— India, involving intensive research on human rights

as much as it looks at the right to food for children within
the larger framework of household food security, while
also focusing on the right to food for children in difficult
circumstances and in institutions.

The Programme is led by Dr. Neetu Sharma, Fellow and
Programme Head

institutions, related international standards, publishing of
Frequently Asked Questions, a Handbook for CPCRs and
also developed guidelines for selection of Chairperson
and Members of these CPCRs with a view to ensure a
transparent, fair and objective process. These guidelines
were sent to the Ministry of Women and Child Development
and also presented to several State Governments for their
consideration with very positive results. Recommendations
for amendments to the CPCR Act, NCPCR Rules, and
State Rules have also been submitted to the concerned
state governments. The team has conducted Round Tables
with State SCPCRs, State Governments and civil society
organizations aimed at strengthening the promotion,
protection and monitoring of child rights at the state level.
Training on Access to Justice was also conducted in six
states around the country.

Members of the JJ team have also engaged closely in
research on child sexual abuse, and subsequently in the
formulation of policy and law on Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences (as a member of a Committee set
up by the National Commission for Protection of Child
Rights).

The direct engagement with children, government
functionaries responsible for implementing the law, the
concerned authorities, be it through actually representing
juveniles before the Juvenile Justice Boards, providing
expert assistance to Child Welfare Committees or
Commissions for Children, by conducting capacity building
programmes, initiating/supporting campaigns or litigation in
the courts, conducting awareness programmes to enable
access to justice, etc., enables the JJ team to work closely
with all stakeholders in order to help ensure effective
implementation of these laws, and while doing so to draw
from these experiences in order to feed into subsequent
efforts to reform policy and law.
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The Juvenile Justice Team’s campaign against the
proposed treatment of juveniles as adults

In January 2013, the JJ team spearheaded a major
campaign opposing the proposal to lower the age of the
juvenile in conflict with law under the Juvenile Justice (Care
and Protection of Children) Act 2000 (JJAct), in light of the
Delhi gang rape case. CCL wrote a position paper on why
the age of a juvenile should not be lowered and submitted it
to the Justice J.S Verma Committee. In March 2013, Arlene
Manoharan and Swagata Raha also authored a paper on The
Juvenile Justice System in India and Children who commit
serious offences — Reflections on the Way Forward that
was presented at an International Colloquium on Juvenile
Justice, organized by HAQ Centre for Child Rights and
others at New Delhi. These papers and the research done
by the CCL team paved the way for a national campaign on
this issue. CCL has engaged and continues to engage with
different stakeholders on this campaign such as:

The Government: In June 2013, an appeal was circulated
to academicians, practitioners and experts from within
India and abroad attracting 76 high profile endorsements
and this was submitted to the Minister of Women and Child
Development, and the Home Ministry on 5th July 2013. In
June 2014, the BJP government announced its intention to
revise the law and invited comments from the public. The
proposed Bill provided for the transfer of juveniles who
commit rape, murder, and certain other specified crimes to
the adult system. CCL made a joint submission with the
Department of Adolescent and Child Psychiatry (DCAP) at
the National Institute of Mental Health and Neuro Sciences
(NIMHANS) on why the transfer system should not be
adopted in India. CCL also submitted testimonies of two
young persons who had journeyed through the JJ system
and had been provided legal and psycho-social services by
the CCL team on why the law should not be changed.

Supreme Court: In 2013, the Hon’ble Supreme Court of
India had been considering several petitions challenging
the constitutional validity of provisions of the JJ Act in
the aftermath of the Delhi gang rape. CCLs Position Paper
(available at www.nls.ac.in/ccl)on this very issue, submitted
to the Justice J.S. Verma Committee, was submitted to the
Supreme Court by the advocate representing HAQ Centre
for Child Rights, a NGO which had intervened in Salil Bali
v. Union of India, W.P. (C) 10/ 2013). On 17 July 2013, the
Court dismissed all the petitions and upheld the validity of
the provisions of the JJ Act. Despite the above ruling of the
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Supreme Court, the issue was once again brought before
the Supreme Court by Dr. Subramanian Swamy who filed
a Special Leave Petition seeking a reinterpretation of the JJ
Act such that a juvenile above 16 years of age alleged to
have committed a serious offence could be brought before
the adult criminal court. CCL NLSIU took the lead in the
matter and along with HAQ Centre for Child Rights, Jagori,
Aangan Trust, TISS, and Dr. Shantha Sinha, intervened in
the Supreme Court. A three judge bench of the Supreme
Court upheld the validity of the JJ Act on the basis of the
rich jurisprudence of child rights, international standards
and the scientific basis of the JJ Act.

National Consultation on Juvenile Justice: The JJ team
organized a National Consultation on —Juveniles and
‘Serious Crime’ under the JJ Act’ on 30 Nov and 1 Dec
2013 in collaboration with the National Law University Delhi
(NLUD) and the National Commission for Protection of Child
Rights (NCPCR) supported by SDTT, CRY and UNICEF. It
was attended by leading child rights experts, lawyers,
and academicians from the country. The Conference
Statement was submitted to the Ministry of Women and
Child Development (MWCD) and select Cabinet Members
appealing against introducing an amendment to allow the
transfer of juveniles to the adult system. Participants also
formed delegations and met with the Secretary, MWCD and
the Law Commission of India. CCL is also an active member
of ‘Pro-child’ a network of child rights organisations,
academicians, researchers, and others

Media: Very early on, the JJ team at CCL realized the need
to influence public opinion by writing journalistic pieces as
well as providing data and information to ensure sensitive
and informed reporting. Members of the team authored
articles that were carried by The Hindu, Hindustan Times,
and Yahoo News

Children: The JJ team strongly feels that the voices of
children especially those within the JJ system need to be
heard by policy makers. The team facilitated the recording
of testimonies by two young people who made a powerful
submission on why children should not be denied
rehabilitative opportunities under the JJ Act by being
transferred to the adult system as proposed in the JJ Bill
2014, which were submitted to the Ministry of Women
and Child Development. We continue in our resolve to
ensure that children are given an opportunity to voice their
opinions, particularly on a law that is going to impact them
adversely.

Centre for Child and the Law, National Law School of India University, Bangalore



The Right to Education’s recent engagement
with the Law

The Education Team has been working on issues related
to Universalization of Equitable Quality Education since
inception. The team significantly contributed towards
translating the free and compulsory education as a
fundamental right in the last one and a half decade. The
team engaged with the primary stakeholders and civil
society organizations through participatory research,
networking, lobbying and advocacy to realize its envisioned
goal and mission. The team also contributed significantly
on the issue of developing replicable model in the area of
community participation to aid the process of universalizing
school education. The Karnataka Gram Panchayats School
Development and Monitoring Committees (model bye-laws)
drafted by CCL as part of delegated legislation was notified
in toto by the Government of Karnataka. Later, while drafting
the right of children to free and compulsory education bill, the
central government adopted the core principles that underlie
the School Development and Monitoring Committees, which
were in place in Karnataka.

The Education team has been continuously engaging with
the state to bring necessary changes in the laws, policies
and programmes to ensure equitable quality education to
all children. As part of field extension programme, CCL
undertook participatory research to assess the status of
current education system to propose systemic changes
and brought out a document called Sama Samajakkagi
Samana Shala Shikshana (Common School System for
egalitarian society) in Kannada for a larger debate in the
state with the foreword from the renowned scholar late
Prof. U.R.Ananthamurthy and blurb from Dr.Chandrashekar
Kambar in February 2013.

On the proposed legislative move to enable transfer
of juveniles alleged to have committed serious crime
to the adult criminal justice system

G was 16 years when she was found guilty of kidnapping
a 12 year old girl and selling her into commercial sex
work. A victim of trafficking herself, she journeyed
through the juvenile justice system with support from
the Juvenile Justice team at CCL and DCAP-NIMHANS,
and government functionaries. Today she is a confident

Based on the document, the Education team met the new
Primary and Secondary Education Minister Mr. Kimmane
Ratnakar on 3 June 2013 and submitted a proposal on
‘Gram Panchayat/ Ward Public School ‘based on the policy
research. Honourable Minister was very happy with the
proposal and promised the team that he would send a
detailed letter to all officials in the state to seek their opinion
and comments on the proposal before arriving at any
conclusion. CCL feels it is a major breakthrough towards
initiating a debate on larger systemic changes to ensure
equitable quality education to all children.

The Right to Food’s recent engagement with the Law

The Right to Food team took the initiative to examine the
role and potential of law towards realization of the right to
food and facilitated several consultative processes involving
activists, experts in the area of nutrition, child rights,
medicine and law. Based on this, recommendations were
made and submitted to the Standing Committee on Food,
Public Distribution and Civil Supplies.

After the law on food security was notified as the National
Food Security (NFS) Ordinance, the team engaged in
advocacy with Members of Parliament in order to ensure
that certain desired amendments were made before it was
passed. Such efforts did yield very encouraging results. The
team is currently engaged in the process of rulemaking in
the state of Karnataka and in other parts of the country.

The research undertaken for the State Rules in Karnataka
is also meant to influence the similar processes in other
states. The outputs from these state level processes have
already begun feeding into the process of rulemaking under
the NFSA 2013 at central level.

20 year old looking forward to love and life in the
community and here is her message for policy makers:

| made a horrible mistake of taking a young girl who
was my friend to a bad person like S Aunty. | really
didn’t know what | was doing then; | was so caught up
in my own problems and miseries in life that | did not
think that her life would be spoilt by my foolish act. | felt
really sorry for what | had done and even asked Sunita
(the girl she trafficked) for forgiveness when she came
to the Juvenile Justice Board. | often pray that Sunita
should be healthy and happy wherever she is, | feel like
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telling her that | want to help you if you are ever in any
trouble, but | don’t know how | can do it.

| strongly believe that this new law should never be
passed. If every young girl who has committed an
offence like the one | had committed also gets the kind
of support | have got, gets good advice and guidance
from good people, | believe 100% that they will surely
become a good person. | am not a bad person; | did a
bad thing, because | didn’t understand that my action
can cause bad things to happen to Sunita. Please give
me a chance to live a better life than what my family
and society have given me, please give me a chance to
do something for other ‘Sunitas’ by becoming a good
mother, a good teacher and a good woman. My own
family and village had no place for me and did not want

Children have their own unique perspective onissues
which affect their lives. They are able to convey
their thoughts, aspirations and demands if they are
given the support and enabling environment that
they need to articulate their deeper concerns. With
reference to the Right to Education, a few children
were asked what they thought about changes they
may have seen in their school after the enforcement
of the Right of Children to

Free and Compulsory Education Act and whether a
public examination is required as a mode of evaluation
for standards 5" and 8™. These views were expressed
during the Children Vigilance Committee monthly
meeting facilitated by the Education team of CCL at its
Field Extension Office on 13" September 2014 as part
of discussing strategies for the effective and active
implementation of RTE Act.

The children responded that with the implementation of
the Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education
Act, 2009, facilities like Computers, Inverters (UPS),
Scholarships, Uniforms, Books, Pure Drinking water,
Toilets etc. are made available. Also children who had
dropped out from school or who had not attended

DMMEMORAT!

me back, so where would | have gone other than back
to the brothel from where the police caught me? If you
had sent me to jail, | would have become a criminal
seeing only the bad things of bad people around me.
| would have probably become another S Aunty. By
sending me to the reception centre, JUB, the NGO - X',
and this hostel and by giving me a chance to meet so
many good people and learn so many good things from
them, | have today become a good person and not a
criminal.

Please give young people a chance and we will also
show you what good we can do for this country. Please
do not Kill our spirit and hopes by sending us to jail. Help
us, guide us, advise us, support us and show us the right
path — don’t condemn us to a life in jail.32

schools have gotten themselves admitted and are
attending schools regularly. With the implementation
of the Act, instances of corporal punishment have
decreased and the children felt it to be a good sign. A
few children stated that even with the implementation
of the RTE Act, teachers for a few subjects are not
appointed.

Children felt that evaluation of 5" standard must not
be made through a Public examination as at that age,
the children do not have an expert hold on the subject
and their confidence level decreases if they obtain less
marks or fail in the examination. The children pointed
out that with lack of confidence, the rate of school
drop-outs will increase substantially. They also opined
that teachers are not available for all the subjects and
the students will find it difficult to attempt such an
examination with insufficient knowledge. It also leads
to immoral practices such as copying and bribing the
concerned teacher for question papers and answers
which is not a good form of education. They felt that
children should not be forced to compete with their
counterparts from cities who have all the required
facilities.

Centre for Child and the Law, National Law School of India University, Bangalore



CCL NLSIU has contributed to building the capacities of a
wide range of stakeholders over the years. Brief highlights of
the contributions made to programmes conducted by teams
within CCL, or by others for which CCL representatives were
resource persons from January 2013 — end June 2014 are
as follows:

JJ Programme

e Commissions for Protection of Child Rights: A team
consisting of Arlene Manoharan, Dr. Archana Mehendale,
Swagata Raha and Geeta Sajjanashetty have provided
technical assistance and conducted capacity building
workshops for the State Commissions of Bihar, Karnataka,
West Bengal, and Kerala.

o Staff and employees under the ICPS Scheme: The JJ
teams comprising Arlene Manoharan, Anuroopa Giliyal,
Geeta Sajjanashetty, and Swagata Raha have conducted
several sessions on the JJ Act and the POCSO Act for
the staff and employees in Karnataka under the ICPS
Scheme.

e Caregivers and staff of JJ Institutions working
with juveniles in conflict with law: As part of CCLs
commitment and efforts to build skills and capacities
amongst various stakeholders entrusted with child
protection, a half day workshop on Mental lliness amongst
children in custodial care — how to identify the hidden
epidemic” was organized on the 23rd of April, 2014.
The workshop was conducted by Dr. Satyanarayana
Chandragiri, an eminent psychiatrist practicing in Oregon,
USA, who has a rich experience of working with children
under various custodial set-ups.

e Judges and Prosecutors: Swagata Raha made a
presentation on ‘Ensuring Child-friendly Children’s Courts
and Special Courts: Issues and Concerns’ at a State
Consultation on Children’s Court and Special Court in
Assam on 22-23 March 2014, organized by UNICEF -
Assam and NLUD, attended by Sessions Court judges,
prosecutors, SCPCR, CWCs, SJPU, and others. She also
spoke on ‘Compensation and Sentencing under the POCSO
Act’ at the Southern Regional Conference (for States
of Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Kerala, Puducherry and
Tamil Nadu) on POCSO Act, on 16-17 Nov 2013, Chennai
organized by the TN Judicial Academy for judicial officers,
public prosecutors, CWC and JJB members, police, etc.
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« Juvenile Justice Boards and Child Welfare Committees:
Arlene Manoharan took a number of lectures at the National
Institute of Public Co-operation and Child Development
(NIPCCD) — Southern Regional Office, for JJBs and CWCs
in the Southern states during this period, She also delivered
a lecture at the National Judicial Academy in August 2013
at a National Seminar on Juvenile Justice.

o Superintendents of Child-care institutions: On 18 Feb,
Arlene Manoharan presented an overview of JJ Act and
Amendments and Institutional and Non-institutional services
for Children for 30 Superintendents of Child Care Institutions
at the NIPCCD Southern Regional Centre.

Education Programme

e Capacity building for SDMC members: Capacity building
for SDMC members at the village level was conducted from
26" to 30" June -2014. Training was given to all parents
of children in schools. A total of 221 members in which
51 male and 170 female members attended the training
programme.

« Personality Development Training: One day Personality
Development Training for the Field Extension staff
was organized on 14" June 2014 at the field extension
office. Around 20 members including the Core staff and
Volunteers participated in the training programme. Mr.
Jayaprakash Kodlekere and Mr. Krishnamurthy Facilitated
the training programme. The objective of the training
programme is to bring about personality development with
regard to the different behavioral dimensions that have
far reaching significance in the direction of organizational
effectiveness.

o Capacity building for SDMC Members: Capacity building
for School Development and Monitoring Committee
Members in all the school based villages in the working
Panchayat was conducted in the month of December 2013.
Around 132 participants were present in which 85 male
and 47 female SDMC elected members participated in the
training programme

e Gram Panchayats: Dr. Niranjanaradhya V.P. participated
as a key resource person at the District level workshop for
50 Gram Panchayat Presidents, Vice-presidents and senior
members on “the role of Gram Panchayat in the effective
implementation of RTE Act” organized by RLHP, Mysore on
February 27, 2013.

Newsletter
18 YEARS




e Child Rights Monitoring Committee (CRMC): Dr.
Niranjanaradhya V.P. participated as a key resource
person at the Divisional level training for 75 members of
CRMC on “the role of CRMC members in the protection
and promotion of child rights organized by Rural Literacy
and Health Programme (RLHP), Mysore on February 13,
2013.

Multi-disciplinary Pre-Hearing Case Conferences - pilot
programme

The JJ Team at CCL NLSIU has pro-actively engaged with
the Multi-Disciplinary Approach since the last few years.
Innovative research on the Multi-disciplinary Pre-Hearing
Case Conference tool was initiated in May 2009, and is
aimed at deepening inter-disciplinary research, promoting
bestinterest based orders by the Child Welfare Committees,
Juvenile Justice Boards and other Courts hearing cases
of children, influencing the discourse on child rights law,
promoting convergence among actors and stakeholders
in cases involving children and the judiciary as well as
in related disciplines, and contributing to enhancing
the quality of policy, law and professional practice with
children. The research and collaborative has strengthened
the institutional linkages between CCL NLSIU and the
Department of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, (DCAP)
NIMHANS, who made an official decision to institutionalize
these MDCC consultations as an integral and mandatory
part of the DM Degree in Child and Adolescent Psychiatry
Programme at NIMHANS, possibly leading to this becoming
a replicable model for multi-disciplinary research and
teaching in Institutions of Higher Education, be it in the
field of Psychiatry, Social Work, or Law in the future.
More recently, officials from the Department of Women
and Child Development, Government of Karnataka have
also affirmed and recognized the potential for this to be
a valuable tool for building the capacities of functionaries
under the JJ Act, particularly given the need for clarity
in roles, in dealing with ethical and other dilemmas,
and in working with cases of children who require inter-
disciplinary dialogue.

Measuring food security

Measuring the extent of food security or insecurity can lend
useful insights into the process of devising strategies for
addressing the problem at various levels. There has been
a lot of research worldwide to define food security and

COMMEMORAT

o Members of PRIs: Dr. Niranjanaradhya V.P. participated
as a key resource person at the State level workshop of
250 elected members of Gram Panchayat/Taluk Panchayat
/Zilla Panchayat to orient them about their role of PRIs
in the implementation of RTE Act at Shikshakara Sadana
organized by the Department of Education on January 22,
2013.

insecurity; however, the efforts made to measure the same
have been really scant. Many countries including Brazil and
the US, have developed measurable indicators to determine
the levels of food insecurity among the poor, and several
others have made progress towards adapting the same after
necessary modifications. The team working in the Right to
Food Programme at CCL NLSIU has been making efforts
in this direction, which involve examining and reviewing
scales being used to measure food insecurity, developing
tools that are suitable in the Indian context and pilot testing
them .

Nanna Jaga Nanna Kalike (My Space-My Learning)

The CCL education programme has been working on
different strategies to ensure quality education to children
through its field extension programme in a Panchayat.
While working with schools and children, the team found
that children in the panchayat lack basic facilities and
a child friendly environment as well as a child friendly
facilitator who could help them to continue their learning
in their respective homes after school hours. Majority of
the poor families in the Panchayat face acute shortage
of electricity, , lack of separate space for reading and
illiterate /semi-literate parents who are in disadvantageous
position to help children to continue their learning after
school hours. The CCL education team had a discussion
with the members of the Children Vigilance Committee
and the wider community about the possibility of opening
“Community Learning Centres” within the school based
villages to provide a conducive environment for continuity
in learning. The children and parents were very positive
about the proposal, after which CCL initiated a new
programme called “Nanna Jaga - Nanna Kalike” conceived
from the point of children to provide a unique space for
them to continue their learning with the members of their
own peer group and more importantly in their own pace
during evenings. The programme was inaugurated in
October 2010. The education volunteers identified in the
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same village are facilitating the ‘Nanna Jaga - Nanna Kalike’
Centres in 10 school based villages within the Panchayat.
The programme has been receiving amazing support from
the community and has already made a substantial impact
on children learning.

As per the secondary data gathered by assistant village
education coordinators, the attendance has significantly
improved in all 14 schools. In fact we are monitoring the

attendance regularly as part of planned activity under SDTT
proposal. Secondly, the performance of children and active
participation in the teaching learning process has also
improved significantly. This is evident from the performance
of children in the midterm examination and also interaction
withteachers by our assistant village education coordinators.
There is growing demand from parents to send their kids to
NJNK centres.

RECENT NATIONAL AND STATE LEVEL CONSULTATIONS

From R - L: Kushal Singh - Chairperson - NCPCR,
Prof. Dr. Krishnadeva Rao - Registrar NLUD and Arlene
Manoharan - CCL NLSIU at the National Conference
on Juveniles and ‘Serious’ Crime 2013

¢ On 30 November-1 December 2013, the JJ team at CCL
NLSIU brought together a group of experts from across
the country working on juvenile justice for a National-level
Consultation on ‘Juveniles and ‘Serious Crime’ under the
JJ Act, which was organizedin collaboration with the National
Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR), National
Law University (NLU-Delhi) with the support of CRY, UNICEF,
and SDTT. This consultation brought together academics,
practitioners, government functionaries and NGOs from
varied disciplines such as law, social work, psychology, and
psychiatry and reputed organisations and institutions such
as Tata Institute of Social Sciences - Mumbai, Department
of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry NIMHANS - Bangalore, ,
HAQ Centre for Child Rights - Delhi, Aangan Trust -Mumbai,
etc The delegates unanimously arrived at the position that
any proposal to reclassify and consequently discriminate
between children by singling out the 16 - 18 year old child
for exclusion from the beneficial juvenile justice jurisdiction
or identification of juveniles on the basis of extreme nature
of the behaviour alone will violate the guarantees under the
Indian Constitution, the UN Convention on the Rights of the
Child, and international instruments.

Centre for Child and the Law, National Law School of India University, Bangalore

e The Department of Food and Civil Supplies, Government
of Karnataka had enlisted the support of CCL in order to
contribute to the process of drafting the State Rules under
the National Food Security Act, 2013.Thereafter, CCL in
collaboration with Child Rights and You (CRY) and the
Department of Food, Public Distribution and Civil Supplies,
Government of Karnataka organized a consultative meeting,
at the International Training Centre, NLSIU, on May 12
2014, to discuss the issues pertaining to the issues in
drafting of State Rules in Karnataka under the National Food
Security Act, 2013.

The purpose of the Consultation was to discuss the
methodology and process being followed for rule making,
receive feedback on the pros and cons of various alternatives
and methods under consideration and thereby strengthen
and inform the rule making process for State Rules under
this Act.. Members from civil society organizations such as
CRY, Right to Food Campaign- Karnataka, Child Rights Trust,
Sneha Jeevi Samasthe, Samajik Parivarthan Janandolan,
Food First Information and Action Network (FIAN), Eco
Foundation for Sustainable Alternatives, academicians
and former bureaucrats attended the consultation. The d
deliberations on various pertinent issues concerning the
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1
provisions of the Act highlighted the need to creatively
expand the entitlements and other provisions mentioned
therein. Suggestions were also put forward on the need
for strong implementation, vigilance and monitoring
mechanisms required for effective realization of this new
legislation.

¢ CCL Education team in Collaboration with School
Development and Monitoring Committee Coordination
Forum (SDMCCF) and Karnataka State Primary School
Teachers Association had organized a Mammoth State
Level Convention of SDMC Members on the thematic
slogan “ Save and Strengthen Public Education” at Public
Play Ground ,Channapattana on March 16,2013.The
Public Rally before the convention was inaugurated by
Prof (Dr).R.Venkata Rao, Vice-Chancellor, National Law
School of India University from spun silk playground.
The State level mammoth convention was inaugurated
by Honourable Justice H.N.Nagamohan Das, Judge, High
Court, Karnataka.

oA Dbook authored by DrNiranjanaradhya.V.P, titled
“Common School System for Egalitarian Society” (Sama
Samajakkagi Samana Shala Shikshna) was released
by Kumar.G.Naik, IAS, Principal Secretary, Primary and
Secondary Education, Government of Karnataka.
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More than 10000 people from different parts of the state
attended the mammoth convention. A charter prepared by
SDMC Coordination Forum to strengthen was submitted to
Secretary on behalf State SDMC

e The CCL Education team has facilitated the state level stock
taking convention on the implementation of the Right of
Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act in the State
after three years of its implementation in the state. All team
members participated in the programme. The programme
head of the education programme delivered key note address
at the state level Stock taking meeting. The convention was
organized by People’s Alliance for Fundamental Right to
Education (PAFRE) at Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, Bangalore
on March 30, 2013. Around 150 members from all over the
state participated in the convention
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e The Programme Head of Education team has Participated
and Contributed at the National Strategic Meeting of the
Right to Education Forum to discuss the strategies for
effective implementation of RTE Act in the nation organized
by National Right to Education Forum at India International
Centre, New Delhi on May 27-28, 2013. Around 30 members
from 16 states participated in the meeting

e The education team at CCL in collaboration with the School
Development and Monitoring Committee Coordination
Forum observed the ‘SDMC Foundation Day’ on 14" June
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2013 at Channapattana. The Programme was inaugurated
by Dr. Niranjnaradhya and presided over by Shri. Ramarao,
Director of State Education, Research and Training,
GoK. School Development and Monitoring Committee
Coordination Forum office bearers from all 33 Panchayats
in the block attended the programme

e The Centre for Child and the Law coordinated the visit of
Honourable Education Minister from Haryana, Mrs. Geeta
Bhukkal on 28" June 2013. The Minister had discussion
with the Vice-Chancellor and Faculty at the campus.
The purpose of the visit was to explore the possibility of
academic collaboration with NLSIU to strengthen the recently
established Jindal Global Law School at Haryana. Many
issues related to academic collaboration were discussed
during the meeting which lasted for more than two hours.
Later she was taken around for a campus visit by honourable
Vice -Chancellor Prof (Dr). R.Venkata Rao. The visit was
facilitated and coordinated by Dr. Niranjnaradhya.V.P, Centre
for Child and the Law in collaboration with Directorate of
State Education, Research and Training (DSERT). Senior
officials from the education department were also present
during the visit.

e The CCL —NLSIU in collaboration with Sarva Shikshana
Abhiyana and Karnataka State Commission for Protection
of Child Rights had organized a two day workshop on 3" and
4" February-2014 at International Training Centre, NLSIU
Bangalore on the RTE Act and Rules for senior functionaries
of the Education Department.

e Several civil society groups, under the banner of the
People’s Alliance for Fundamental Right to Education
(PAFRE), in association with the Department of Development
Studies, Kannada University, Hampi; the Centre for Child
and the Law, National Law School of India University (CCL-
NLSIU) and the Campaign Against Child Labour — Karnataka
(CACL-K), had organized a One Day State Level Stock
Taking Convention on RTE Implementation in Bengaluru,
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at the NGO Hall, Bengaluru on 29" March 2014. More than
120 representatives of various NGOs, Community Based
Organisations (CBOs), School Development and Monitoring
Committees (SDMC), research organisations, networks,
support agencies and academia took part in this stock
taking exercise.
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e Glaring discrepancies in the implementation of the Right
to Education Act across Karnataka were discussed at a
State level meet convened here on Saturday by the People
Alliance for Right to Education (PAFRE). Each district
representative prepared a brief note about the ground
realities of the RTE and its implementation at the workshop
attended by members of PAFRE, teachers, women groups,
Dalit groups and various non-governmental organizations
that work in the field of primary education.

¢ \/P Niranjanradhya, one of the key facilitators of PAFRE,
said apart from the 25 per cent quota for disadvantaged
children, there are several other issues that are not being
addressed at all. Issues of donations being collected,
teachers being burdened with non-teaching work and
rampant corporal punishment are some of the major
concerns. We do not have a proper redressal mechanismin
place either. The Act is not being implemented in letter and
Spirit

¢ CCL, in collaboration with the student’s Legal Services
Clinic (LSC) of NLSIU had organized Legal literacy
programme on 1t May 2014 at the Field extension Office.
Vice Chancellor Prof (Dr).R. Venkata Rao, CCL- Faculty Co-
coordinator Dr. Ashok Patil, Dr. Niranjanaradhya V.P, Ms.
Arlene Manoharan and members of LSC participated in the
programme. Students conducted awareness programmes
on issues like right to education, child marriage etc.

A State level enrolment campaign to admit children to
government school was jointly organized by CCL-NLSIU,
Karnataka State Primary school Teachers Association
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and School Development and Monitoring Committee
Coordination Forum. The Programme was inaugurated by
Hon’ble Education Minister. Symbolically books, uniforms,
school bags, shoes etc. were distributed to children joining
class I. The thematic slogan was “Save, Strengthen and
Transform Government Schools into Neighbourhood
Common Schools”. Two children who left private school
and joined government school were received by the
minister.

Outreach programmes for Children and Families-
Juvenile Justice Field Extension Programme

o Awareness programme on Women’s Day: The JJ team
commemorated this day on 8th March 2013 by organizing
a unique sensitization programme for juveniles alleged to
be in conflict with law at the Observation Home, Bangalore
about issues concerning women. The programme began
with a soulful music programme by visually impaired folk
artistes — Mr. Lakshmikant Hiremath, Mr. Channayya, and
Mr. Lakshman. This was followed by children singing
songs and sharing poems/personal narratives/paintings
about the significant women and girls in their lives — all of
which generated poignant moments of self-reflection and
solidarity among all who participated in the programme —
including the staff, NGO invitees and the CCL team itself.
A majority of these young boys were either yearning
for a mother’s love or were missing the comfort of their
grandmothers at home; having spent months in detention
with little or no counselling, social work interventions or
legal aid, leave alone the nurturing affection of women in the
family. For some juveniles who may have been involved in
crimes against women/girls, this time of reflection, singing
and sharing must have been even more thought provoking.
However, given that these young boys are still under inquiry,

1 v 0 cle

COMMEMORATING 18 YEAR

the focus of the event was to sensitize all participants to
the rights of women and girls, and to honour them for the
positive role they play in our lives.

e Yes — | Can — a unique program for juveniles alleged to be
in conflict with law: “

A 10 session pilot program for children alleged to be in
conflict with the law at the Observation Home, Madivala,
Bangalore — Urban and Rural called , ‘Yes | can’ was
launched in May,2014 in collaboration with the DWCD,
GoK and the Department of Paediatrics, St. John’s Hospital
and Medical College, Bangalore. The program is designed
drawing the insights gleaned from research done by the
team in order to inform submissions to the Supreme Court,
on ‘what works’ models of rehabilitation and therapy for
juveniles, the team’s own experience of having worked
with children in conflict with the law closely for last few
years, from principles and methods of counseling, group
therapy, life skills, behavior modification techniques and
some promising practices being implemented in other
countries. It was particularly inspired by ‘Last Chance in
Texas’, a book that documented the program run at the
Giddings State School for juveniles who had committed
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serious offences. The objectives of the program were to
build capacity of institutional staff, especially counselors,
social workers and Probationary Officers in constructively
engaging children in conflict with the law during their stay
at the Observation Home, and to create the space and
opportunity for children alleged to be in conflict with the
law to reflect on their life experiences, experience empathy
and have meaningful learning experiences in a group
setting. The methodology included role plays, circle time,

conceptual inputs on mutually agreed / pre decided themes,
interactive dialogue, reflective exercises, life skills based
group games etc, specifically on themes of self-awareness,
empathy and responsibility. A total of 14 boys successfully
completed this program and were awarded certificates in
a ceremony held in the presence of the Observation Home
staff, senior officials from the Department of Women and
Child Development, families of the juveniles and the CCL
team.

Field Extension Programme- Education (Bidadi)

oA weekend long “Door to Door School Admission
Campaign “was conducted from 29" May 2014 to 5" June
2014 by the Education Programme’s Field Extension Staff
to motivate parents to admit their children to government
schools. All 14 school based villages in Bannikuppe
Panchayat were covered through the Programme. Handbills
were distributed in all habitations within the Panchayat.

*Around 16 students of the Williams and Mary College,
USA visited one of the villages of the Field Extension
Programme (Muthurayanagudipalya) as part of their
exposure programme on 315t May 2014.

*The Panchayat level SDMC Coordination Forum was
constituted on 4™ March 2014 at Bannikuppe School. 16
members in which 7 were male and 9 were female attended
the forum meeting. Five office-bearers were elected
from the 16 member’s executive committee. The roles
and responsibilities of SDMCs were explained during the
meeting. The forum was created to link the SDMCs with the
Panchayat and other panchayat and block level institutions
as effective redressal mechanism to address issues related
to school through SDMCs.
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« Panchayat level BVS coordination forum was constituted
on 10™ March 2014 at Bannikuppe School. 19 female
nominated members attended the forum meeting. Five
office-bearers were elected from the 19 member’s executive
committee. The roles and responsibilities of BVS were
explained during the meeting. The forum was created to link
the AWCs with the Panchayat and other panchayat and block
level institutions to create effective redressal mechanism to
address issues related to Anganwadis through BVS.

* A meeting of Children Vigilance Committee (CVC) has
been facilitated since January 2014. Issues related to
effective implementation of RTE Act and other child rights
are discussed in the meeting. Children are encouraged to
take up the matters related to them with various authorities
to address them effectively. children are coming together
to create effective pressure group to ensure effective

implementation of their rights within the panchayat

* As part of the field exposure, all the Children’s Vigilance
Committee members were taken for a one day visit to the
Visweswaraiah Industrial and Technological Museum,
Cubbon Park and the Jawaharlal Nehru planetarium.
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Standing 4th row L-R: Mr. Kumaraswamy,Mr. Sangappa Vaggar,Ms. Prathima
Standing third row (L-R): Ms. Shashikala, Ms. Sakamma, Ms. Shruthi Raman, Ms. Neenu Suresh, Ms. Krithika B.S.,
Standing second row (L-R): Mr. Ananth Raju Mr. Prakash A.G, Ms. Reema Govil, Ms. Anjali Shivanand,
Ms. Shruthi Ramakrishnan, Ms. Swagata Raha, Mr. Samuel SathyaSeelan, Mr. Nisar Ahemed

Seated (L-R): Ms. Arlene Manoharan, Dr. Niranjanaradhya V.P, Prof. (Dr.) R. Venkata Rao, Prof. Dr. Ashok R. Patil,
Dr. Neetu Sharma, Pushpa N.

Faculty Coordinator

Prof. (Dr.) Ashok R. Patil

Professor of Law and Chair Professor
(Consumer Law and Protection)

Faculty Coordinator, Centre for Child and the Law
Faculty Advisor for Legal Services Clinic

Programme Heads
Programme on Juvenile Justice
Ms. Arlene Manoharan, Fellow
Programme on Universalization of Quality,
Equitable School Education
Dr. Niranjanaradhya V. P, Fellow
Programme on Right to Food
Dr. Neetu Sharma, Fellow
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Full Time Staff

Mr. Kumaraswamy,
Assistant Project Coordinator

Ms. Anuroopa Giliyal,
Research Officer-Legal

Mr. Ananth Raju,
Project Coordinator (Field)

Mr. Prakash A.G,
Village Education Coordinator (Field)

Ms. Prathima,
Village Education Coordinator (Field)

Ms. Shashikala,
Asst. Village Education Coordinator (Field)

Ms. Sakamma,
Asst. Village Education Coordinator (Field)
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Articles Published from January 2013 — June 2014

Column on the issue of RTE Act is further weakened, (Kannada) -
1. | (Attashtu durbalavada RTE Kayde),Vijay Karnataka 25th June 2014,
http://www.vijaykarnatakaepaper.com/Details.aspx?id=6035&boxid=142754

Column on the issue of protecting children from all hazards — (Kannada) -
2. | (Avaghadagalinda makkala rakshaneya savalu),Vijay Karnataka 31st May 2014,
http://www.vijaykarnatakaepaper.com/Details.aspx?id=13615&boxid=54919562

Column on the issue of discrimination in schools (Kannada) -
3. | (Shalegalalli innu ulida taratamya), Vijay Karnataka, 5th May 2014,
http://www.vijaykarnatakaepaper.com/Details.aspx?id=129808&boxid=2553393

Column on the issue of education and development (Kannada), -
4. | (Abhivruddhiya Aacheye Ulida Shikshana), Vijay Karnataka 21st April 2014,
http://www.vijaykarnatakaepaper.com/Details.aspx?id=12706&boxid=32813983

Column on the need to include Education as the prime agenda in the election manifesto
5. | (Kannada - (Smart Jana Pranalikeya Sadhyathegalu),), Vijay Karnataka, 22nd March 2014,
http://www.vijaykarnatakaepaper.com/Details.aspx?id=11942&boxid=43741568

Column on issues relate to RTE (Kannada) - (KusmaPatra RTE ya Ali Tappisuva Hunnara),
6. | Vijay Karnataka 3rd March 2014,
http://www.vijaykarnatakaepaper.com/Details.aspx?id=11485&boxid=1221193

Column on the issue of inadequate provision for education in the Budget (Kannada) -
7. | (Shikshana Kshetrada Samasyegala Nivaranege Manassu Madada Bajet), Vijay Karnataka,
17th February 2014, http://www.vijaykarnatakaepaper.com/Details.spx?id=11106&boxid=25922256

Column on the issue of Legislature’s apathy on Education related issues(Kannada),
8. | (Adhiveshana Mugiyitu Samasye Uliyitu),Vijay Karnataka 3rd February 2014,
http://www.vijaykarnatakaepaper.com/Details.aspx?id=10712&boxid=33313664
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Column on the issue of medium of Education (Kannada) -
(Shikshana Madhyama mattu Rajakeeya Icchashakthi), Vijay Karnataka, 24th  January 2014,
http://www.vijaykarnatakaepaper.com/Details.aspx?id=10414&boxid=2283484

10.

Write-up on issues related to RTE (Kannada), -
(RTE: Mattastu Gondala Samasyegalige Uttara), Vijay Karnataka 19th January 2014,
http://www.vijaykarnatakaepaper.com/Details.aspx?id=10309&boxid=45345481

1.

Write-up on issues relate to RTE (Kannada)- (Makkala Hakku: Yaru Thodaku),
Vijay Karnataka 14th January 2014,
http://www.vijaykarnatakaepaper.com/Details.aspx?id=10186&boxid=1516484

12.

Column on issues relating to RTE (Kannada),
(RTE: Tere Mareyalli UliduHoda Kelavu Sangathigalu),Vijay Karnataka 6th January 2014,
http://www.vijaykarnatakaepaper.com/Details.aspx?id=9994&boxid=13154861

13.

“The State’s trying to deceive an outraged public”, Swagata Raha, The Hindustan Times,
18 December 2013, http://www.hindustantimes.com/comment/analysis/the-state-s-trying-to-deceive-an-
outraged-public/article1-1164086.aspx

14.

‘Healthy discussion is the core of assembly session in a parliamentary democracy’, (Kannada)
Vijaya Karnataka, 2nd December 2013,
http://www.vijaykarnatakaepaper.com/Details.aspx?id=9142&boxid=13852116

15.

‘Superstations is the silent enemy of human society’ Vijaya Karnataka,
18th November 2013 (Kannada),
http://www.vijaykarnatakaepaper.com/Details.aspx?id=8812&boxid=12513171

16.

‘Unnecessary completion in school education starves the learning process of children’ (Kannada) Vijaya
Karnataka, 4th November 2013,
http://www.vijaykarnatakaepaper.com/Details.aspx?id=8459&boxid=1231968

17.

‘The dream of common school system unfolded in the state’ (Kannada),
Vijaya Karnataka, 21st October 2013,
http://www.vijaykarnatakaepaper.com/Details.aspx?id=8056&boxid=115621391

18.

‘The challenges of professional skills and competencies amongst teachers on the eve of world
teachers day’ (Kannada), Vijaya Karnataka, 7th October 2013,
http://www.vijaykarnatakaepaper.com/Details.aspx?id=7696&boxid=11146562

19.

‘A powerful tool known as science education in eradication of superstitions’ (Kannada),
Vijaya Karnataka, 23rd September 2013,
http://www.vijaykarnatakaepaper.com/Details.aspx?id=7360&boxid=12945125

20.

‘Nationalisation of school education is inevitable’ (Kannada), Vijaya Karnataka, 9th September 2013,
http://www.vijaykarnatakaepaper.com/Details.aspx?id=70428&boxid=1647531

21.

“Busting misconceptions on juvenile justice”, Swagata Raha, The Hindu, 27 August 2013,
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/busting-misconceptions-on-juvenile-justice/article5061398.ece

22.

‘The count of out of school children has become the game of snake and ladder in the state’
(Kannada), Vijaya Karnataka, 26th August 2013,
http://www.vijaykarnatakaepaper.com/Details.aspx?id=6684&boxid=13647515

23.

‘Quality assessment report of the school education has not seen the light of the day,’(Kannada)
- Vijaya Karnataka, 12th August 2013,
http://www.vijaykarnatakaepaper.com/Details.aspx?id=6332&boxid=1113515
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24.

‘Whose responsibility is the management of mid-day meal scheme’? (Kannada) -
(Bisiyootada nirvahane yara hone), - Vijaya Karnataka, 29th July 2013,
http://www.vijaykarnatakaepaper.com/Details.aspx?id=5985&boxid=1221625

25.

“What will happen to the Juvenile in the December 16th Delhi gangrape case?”
Arlene Manoharan and Swagata Raha, Grist Media, 23 July 2013, https://in.news.yahoo.com/what-will-happen-
to-the-juvenile-in-the-december-16-delhi-gang-rape-case--061004284.html

26.

‘Gandhiji talisman for functional and meaningful administration’ (Kannada) -
(Kriyasheela Adalithakke Gandhiji Tayita), Vijaya Karnataka, 15th July 2013,
http://www.vijaykarnatakaepaper.com/Details.aspx?id=5671&boxid=4232562

27.

‘The dream of common school system has blossomed in the state’ (Kannada) -
(Garigedarida Samana Shala Shikshna), Vijaya Karnataka, 1stJuly 2013, -
http://www.vijaykarnatakaepaper.com/Details.aspx?id=53408&boxid=11238375

28.

‘Reservation of seats in private schools: is it opportunity or danger’? (Kannada) -
(Khasagi Shalegalli Seetu Meesalathi :Avakashavo —Apayavo ?), Vijaya Karnataka, 8th April 2013,

29.

‘The story of Right to Education told by Puttammaijji’ (Kannada) -
( Puttamajji Helida Shikshana Hakkina Kathe), Vijaya Karnataka, 3rd April 2013,

30.

Small Children — Big Dreams : Featured Story appeared in Hindu on 17th March 2013
http://www.thehindu.com/features/magazine/small-children-big-dreams/article4515397.ece

31.

‘Let Education be decisive issue in the Election’ (Kannada) -
(Shikhshana, Chunavaneyalli Nirnayaka Vishayavagali), Vijaya Karnataka, 13th March 2013,
http://vijaykarnataka.indiatimes.comy/articleshow/18934889.cms

32.

Article on the issue of Outsourcing of Mid-day meal Helper’s Appointment’ (Kannada)
(Horaguttige Kunikege Bisiyoota): Vijaya Karnataka, 22nd February 2013,
http://vijaykarnataka.indiatimes.com/articleshow/18611207.cms

33.

Article on the issue of Seat refusal under RTE :one slogan and many strategies (Kannada) -
(RTE Adi Seetu Nirakarane:Onde Mantra Halavu Tantra), Vijaya Karnataka, 14th January 2013,
http://vijaykarnataka.indiatimes.com/articleshow/18010671.cms

SI.No

Publication Authors/Editors Al

Manual for Commissions for Protection of Child Rights Swagata Raha,
- How to implement The Commissions for Protection of | Dr. Archana Mehendale and INR 725.00/ $
Child Rights Act, 2005 Arlene Manoharan 16.00

ISBN No: 978-81-925521-6-3 Edited by Arlene Manoharan

Handbook for Local Authorities on The Commissions for
Protection of Child Rights Act & Grievance Redressal
under The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory
Education Act, 2009

ISBN No: 978-81-925521-9-4

Dr. Archana Mehendale INR 50.00/
Edited by Arlene Manoharan | $ 3.00

Arlene Manoharan and
Dr. Archana Mehendale INR 50.00/
Edited by Cheryl $3.00

Bartholomeusz

Commissions for Protection of Child Rights - Answers to
Common Questions Children May Have
ISBN No: 978-81-925521-7-0
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Frequently Asked Questions on the Commissions for Swagata Raha and INR 50.00/
4. | Protection of Child Rights Act, 2005 Dr. Archana Mehendale $3 00'
ISBN No: 978-81-925521-8-7 Edited by Arlene Manoharan '
Report on Continuing Legal Education Programme for INR 150.00/ $
5. | Practicing Advocates representing Juveniles in Conflict | Arlene Manoharan 3.00
with Law in Karnataka
Universalisation of School Education — o INR 100.00/ $
6. The road ahead Dr. Niranjanaradhya V. P 8.00
7 Sama-Samajakagi Samana Shalaa Shikshana- Common Dr Niranianaradhva V.P INR 50.00/
" | School System for Egalitarian Society (Kannada) ' J yavr $3.00
8 Right of Children to Free & Compulsory Education Act- Dr. Niranjanaradhya V.P. & INR 30.00/
" | Miles to Go...A Case Study of a Gram Panchayat Abhinav Jha $2.00
Right to Food and Law in India: Matters Concerning INR 100.00/
9| Children’s Right to Food Dr. Negtu Sharma $5.00
10. | Right to Food for Children: A Discussion Dr. Neetu Sharma !$N4R (?(()) o)
Right to Food for Children in Juvenile Justice Institutions | Dr. Neetu Sharma INR 185.00/
11. | and in Government Schools Co-Authored by Ms. Nimisha $7.00 '
ISBN No: 978-81-925521-5-6 Kumar '
Validating Food Insecurity Scale INR 75.00/
12. A Pilot Study Dr. Neetu Sharma $3.00
13 Validating Food Insecurity Scale Dr. Neetu Sharma, Sarayu INR 100.00/
" | ISBN No: 978-93-83363-11-7 Natarajan $3.00
Frequently Asked Questions on The Protection of Swagata Raha, Anuroopa INR 50.00/
14. | Children from Sexual Offences Act, 2012 Giliyal, Geeta Sajjanshetty, $3 00'
ISBN No: 978-93-83363-08-7 Edited by Arlene Manoharan '
15 Frequently Asked Questions on the Pramod Naikodi, Aruj Garg INR 30.00/
" | Issue of Child Marriage and Rahul Das $2.00
Frequently Asked Questions on Right to Food for
16 Children and the Law with special reference to Dr Neetu Sharma INR 50.00/
" | National Food Security Act, 2013 ’ $3.00
ISBN No: 978-93-83363-10-0
These Publications are for sale. Persons interested in purchasing these materials are req uested to kindly draw a
cheque /DD in favour of- “NLSIU,CCL" payable at Bangalore, Karnataka. Cash payments are also accepted for
which an official receipt will be provided. There are additional charges for postage.

Edited by: Arlene Manoharan, Fellow and Swagata Raha, Sr. Legal Researcher, CCL NLSIU
Compilation by: Reema Govil and Samuel SathyaSeelan
Published by

Centre for Child and the Law, National Law School of India University
For more information kindly visit our official website: http://www.nls.ac.in/ccl
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NLSIL invites applications for the one year Post Graduate Diploma in Child
Rights Law {PGDCRL] - Distance Mode. The course ks one of its kind in India
recognised by the University Grants Commission (UGC) and draws from the
rich insights gained by the Centre for Child and the Law (CCL), a specialized
Research Centre of the NLSIU, engaged In multi-disciplinary research,
tralming, teaching, field level intervention, networking and advocacy on
various Bsues related to children and law since 1996, Far more Information
- sed www.nis.ac.infcel

The PGDCRL course will benefit a graduate/post-graduate from any
background who wishes to work on [ssues concerning children at various
lewels. This incledes direct work with children, intervention in legal setfings,
work in donor organizations supporting work on child rights, advocacy and
any ather work related to promoting, protecting and manitoring the rights
of children. The course has so far attracted lawyers, doctors, members of
variows judicial and quasi- judicial bodies; members of Commissions for
Protection of Child Rights, academics, practitioners working with children,
teachers, doctors, representatives of donor agencies, and others from
diverse walks of hife.

Eligibility for Admission: Distance Education Programmes are designed
to empower interested candidates in expanding and deepening their
knowledge in & globalized world. Being a post-graduate diploma programme,
any graduate in any discipline is efigible to apply for it. The programme does
not have any age barrier,

Duration: One Academic year, (Maximum duration to complete the course
i three years),

CTURSE PAPERS
Paperl : Introduction to Law and Legal Systems

Paper il : Child Rights, Policy and Law: International and
Mational Framework

Paper il : Key Legistations relating 1o chitdren in India

Paper IV : Working with children from a Rights Based perspective

Paper V' : Dissertation

RESOURCE MATERIALS: Candidates are provided with two sets of resource
miaterials:

Self-instructional Material: these are modules prepared as per the syllabus,

Reading Material: these are compilations of academic resources arranged
according to the modules and papers.

REOUIEMENTS FOR SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF THE COURSE

¥ Every candidate has to appear for examination in the first four papers.
All papers carry equal marks.

¥ Candidates are required to secure-at keast 50% marks in each paper.
¥ Every candidate has to subimit a Dissertation {considered as Paper V)

¥ Candidates are permifted to continue the course beyond the first
academic year, for an additional two years.

Note: The Post Graduate Diploma is a one year course, Every candidate
admitted to the course has to pay the prescribed fees at the time of admission.
If a candidate is required to continue the course beyond one academic year
because of his/her non-fulfilment of the prescribed requirements for the
award of the degree, hafshe will be permitied to continue for the subsequent
two academic years on payment of a continuation fee 3¢ prescribed for
each year. At the end of the third academic year, if the candidate faifs to
fulfill all the requirements for the award of the degree, the admission will
automatically stand cancelled

The course is taught in English and through distance mode. Resource material
I5 provided to the candidates on admission and contact classes are held as
per the schedule given by the Distance Education Department {DED) NLSIL,

POST GRADUATE DIPLOMA IN
CHILD RIGHTS LAW

W
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ol |

as notified on its wabsite. NLSIU respects the time of candidates participating
in the Contact Classes. Accordingly, best efforts are made to adhere to the
notified schedules. Though the Contact Classes are not compulsory, it Is
advisad that the candidates attend these and benefit from the teaching and
class room discussions. Classes are held only at NLSIU, Bangalare.

Candidates anrr expected to write an in-class examination for papers -1V,
which carry 100 marks each, A Grading system is followed for evaluation
of performance. Minimum B grade [50% marks) is required to pass 3 paper.
Diploma students are also expected to write a Dissertation on a suggested
topéc for Paper W, which carries 80 marks, Students are expected to take
an oral eam viva-woece, which will be based on the Dissertation, and this
wivevoce carries 20 marks: The deadline for submission of Dissertation is
one maenth prior to the examination, A minimum Cumulative Grade Point
Average (CGPA) of 3.00 is necessary to complete the course.

Examination Schedule: The DED conducts examinations twice a year
{Annual examination is held in June and the supplemantary examination in
December/ lanuary). A candidate, whois desirous of writing the examination,
must pay the exam fees of Rs.300 per paper, at least 20 days before the
commencement of the exam, Those who want to write some papers onky can
pay fees at the above rate for those papers only. The University has started
Two more exam centers and hence candidates have the option to appear for
their cxams in New Delhi, Pune or Bangalore. Exams are conducted over a
period of 5 days [total 4 theory papers and one viva-voce)

(IMISEHIN PROCEDURE

Candidates intending to enroll for admission are required to sisbmit the duly
filhael in application form alang with the attested copies of the Provisional/
Degree certificates and the fee prescribed, before the last date of admission,
Soon after completion of the admisslon process the confirmation of
admissicn will be sent to the candidates, The advertisement for admission
to the course will be made in all leading dailies in the month of April and
on the DED website a5 well. Admissions are usuaslly completed by June
30. However, at the discretion of the Vice Chancellor candidates may be
admitted upto 315t August on payment of late fee of Rs.500/- admission
form and Handbook may be obtained upan payment of Rs.1500/- through
demand draft |DD) favouring Registrar, NLSIU, payable at Bangalore, Filing of
Application and payment can be made online from <<http://ded.nls.acins=.

Application Fea fix. 1500/
Adenisshon Fes s 2,500/
Course Fee i 11,200/-p.a
Total Course Fee Rs. 15,200/
Total Course Fee Rs, 15,700/
{with late fee of Rs. 500)

FIIR FORTHER DETAILS PLEASE COWTALT

Distance Education Department (DED) )
Mational Law School of India Univessity (NLSIL) ‘
Magarbhavi, Post Box No. 7201, ;

Bangalore-560242, Karnataka, india,
T: +91 80 2321 3160, 2316 0532/533/535

F: 491 B0 23160534 { 23160529
Emall; ded@nls.acin
URL; www. ded. nle.ac.in

Centre for Child and the Law, National Law School of India University, Bangalore
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