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FOREWORID

Peoples” participation in the governance is at the heart of democratic values and principles
that eught to inspire the modern liberal democracies. Local sell-governance, especially in
rural areas, is a critical link that strives to hridge the gap between peaple and the
government. Panchayati Raj Institutions, the PRIs have a crucial role in enabling
participation of peaple in the governance and making people feel part of the demaocratic
processes. Far more than 833 million people living in villages, PRIs are the most intimate
point of governance. A combination of the authority vested in PRIs by the 73rd amendment
and then the respective state law on decentralised governance on one hand, and the
familiarity and understanding of the challenge faced by people and position of PRIs as one
of the most decisive actars in the administrative machinery, especially when it comes to
addressing problems and avercoming bottlenccks,

PRIs have heen playing a major role towards implementation of a number of local schemes
and programmes aimed at addressing peoples’ problems, be it access to facilities such as
road, electricity or provisioning of health, water and food. Implementation of schemes and
programmes on the ground will remain a distant reality without cooperation and proactive
engagement of PRIs. It 15 hence very important to carve out specific roles and create
opportunities for their effective engagement in the process of implementation of schemes,
and programmes.

The National Food Security Act 2013 (NFSA) addresses the most cardinal need of peaple of
the country, The vision of ensuring food and autrition security in the life cycle approach
cannot be achieved without proactive involvement of the gram panchayat representatives.
Fortunately, the NFSA does create an explicit role for the local authorities and the same has
been mentioned in the Act. Further elaboration of their role will definitely help them play
their rale mare effectively.

Centre for Child and the Law [CCLY of the National Law School of India University (NLSIU],
Bangalore has been involved in research, training and teaching of food security and
nutrition related issues and has closely looked at the implementation of NFSA as a teol for
cradicating hunger and malnutrition. | am glad to know that the Centre has taken the
initiative of elaborating the role of PRIs in this context and has alse generated capacily
building material 1o help them understand, appreciate and carry on their functions, both

| congratulate the author, Ms. Sudha Reddy and the CCL Team for compiling and
interpreting all the usetul information into this Manual that captures the very essence of
PRIS' role, especially of gram panchayats in implementation of NFSA, while also reflecting
upon the theoretical, conceptual and normative understanding of food as a vight. | believe
that this Manual will trigger the desired responses from the panchayat rf.-pw:s-.-nmuvcs_fnd
will act as a foundation for more work in this area.

(Shipa Nag)
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