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Preamble

National Food Security Act (NFSA) seeks to
provide for food and nutritional security in the
human lifecycle approach by ensuring access to
adequate quantity and quality food at affordable
prices for people to live a life with dignity and for
matters connected therewith or incidental thereto.
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Section 3

Chapter Il

Persons belonging to eligible households, including the
existing beneficiaries under the Antyodaya Anna Yojana
(AAY) and the Priority Households (PHH) identified by
respective state governments, are entitled to 5 kg of
food grain every month at the rate of Rs 3 for rice, Rs 2
for wheat and Rs 1 for any coarse grains.
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Section 4

Every pregnant woman and lactating mother is
entitled to free nutritious meals and cash
entitlements of not less than Rs. 6000
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Section 5(a)

Children between six months to 3 years must to get
take-home ration

Children between 3 years to 6 years must get cooked
meals and mid morning snack

Children between the ages of 6 to 14 years must get
free mid day meals during all school days
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Section 5(2)

Every school and Anganwadi is supposed to have
facilities for cooking meals, drinking water and
sanitation
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Section 6

Requires state government to identify and provide
meals, free of charge through local Anganwadi, to
children who suffer from malnutrition, and provide
for additional nutritional support for them
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Section 8

Chapter Il
Food Security Allowance

In case of non-supply of the entitled quantities of
foodgrains or meals as mandated by the law, entitled
people may claim food security allowance
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Section 9

Chapter IV
Identification of Eligible Households

Coverage of population in rural & urban areas under
the Targeted Public Distribution System is to be
determined based on the latest published census
data.
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Section 10

State governments must come up with the
criteria for identification of priority households
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Section 11

The State Government must place the list of
the identified eligible households in the
public domain and display it prominently
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Section 12

Central and state governments must undertake
necessary reforms in the TPDS in consonance
with its role envisaged in NFSA. These reforms
may include door step delivery of food grains;
end-to-end computerisation in order to ensure
transparent recording of transactions at all
levels, and to prevent diversion; full transparency
of records; preference to public institutions or
public bodies such as Panchayats, self- help
groups, co-operatives, in licensing of fair price
shops and management of fair price shops by
women or their collectives; diversification of
commodities distributed under the Public
Distribution System; support to local public
distribution models and grains banks;
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Section 13

Chapter VI
Women’s Empowerment

The eldest adult woman who is at least 18 years of
age must be the head of the household for the
purpose of issuing ration cards
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Section 14

Chapter Vi
Grievance Redressal System

Every state government must set up an internal grievance
redressal mechanism (IGRM) which may include call
centres, help lines, designation of nodal officers, or any
other such measures
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Section 15

All state governments must appoint or designate a District
Grievance Redressal Officer (DGRO) for the redressal of
complaints pertaining to all the schemes at the district
level within a specified period of time.

State governments must provide for administrative
support for the DGRO. Appeals against the orders of
DGRO can be made to the State Food Commission of the
respective state
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Section 16

Every state government must set up a State Food
Commission with one chairperson, five members and one
member secretary to monitor and evaluate the
implementation of the Act, inquire into all violations of
entitlements, advise state government on implementation,
and hear appeals against the orders of DGROs.

State Food Commissions must prepare their annual
reports which shall be laid before the legislative assembly.
State governments must provide all administrative
support, including staff and office etc, to the State Food
Commission., as well as the salary and allowances for its
members
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Section 20

State Food Commissions have powers of a civil court
while trying a suit under the Code of Civil Procedure,
1908, with respect to summoning and enforcing the
attendance of any person and examining him / her on
oath; discovery and production of any document;
receiving evidence on affidavits; requisitioning any public
record or copy thereof from any court or office; and
issuing commissions for the examination of witnesses or
documents.

State Food Commission also has the power to forward any
case to the Magistrate to be tried under section 346 of the
Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973
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Section 21

Any vacancies, lack of quorum, or any other such
irregularities do not invalidate the proceedings of
the State Food Commission
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Section 22

Chapter VIii
Obligations of central government for food
security

To ensure regular supply of food grains for all
entitlements, central government must allocate food
grains at the same prices at which entitled persons
are supposed to receive food grains every month (i.e.
Re 1 for coarse grains, Rs 2 for wheat, and Rs 3 for
rice, per kilogram)
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Section 22 (4)

Central governments must procure food grains, make
allocations to states, provide transportation to the
depots in the states, and provide assistance to the
State Governments in meeting the expenditure
incurred by it towards intra-state movement, handling
of food grains and margins paid to fair price shop
dealers, and create and maintain required modern and
scientific storage facilities at various levels.
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Section 23

Central Government must provide funds in case
of a short supply of grains to the State
Government.
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Section 24(1)

Chapter IX

Obligations of State Governments for food
security

State governments are responsible for the implementation
and monitoring of all schemes for ensuring food security,
including distribution of food grains within the state and
ensuring that all entitled persons have received food grains,
payment of food security allowance in case of non supply
of entitlements, creating and maintaining scientific storage
facilities at the State, District and Block levels;
strengthening capacities of their Food and Civil Supplies
Corporations and other designated agencies; and
establishing institutionalized licensing arrangements for fair
price shops
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Section 25 (1)

Chapter X

Obligations of local authorities

Local authorities are responsible for ensuring
proper implementation of all schemes under the
Act in their respective areas
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Section 27

Chapter Xl
Transparency and Accountability

All records related to implementation of targeted public
distribution system and other schemes must be made
available in public domain.
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Section 28

This section requires state government to ensure
conduct of social audit of all the schemes through local
authorities or any other such body, and publicise its
findings and take necessary action.
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Section 29 (1)

Vigilance committees must be set up at fair price shop,
block, district and state levels. These committees must
have due representation of the local authorities, the
Scheduled Castes, the Scheduled Tribes, women and
destitute persons or persons with disability



Bg~e 29(2)

B 259N,y BN B FFTOR 232902 RONPRY, BROHTLZ:S:

03Re2ING IRTTBY, HCRFTEH BRBTT..
ODTWBTY, YD, PF0, D3Y C3RCRI WQOFINY
303> =08 BRI

3 2WEHREBING A Fo0RS RTIONLR [N
QeRDRT.




Section 29 (2)

Vigilance Committees must regularly supervise the
implementation of all schemes under this Act; inform
the District Grievance Redressal Officer, in writing, of
any violation of the provisions of this Act; and inform
the District Grievance Redressal Officer, in writing, of

any malpractice or misappropriation of funds found
by it
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Section 30

Chapter XIli
Provisions for Advancing Food Security

This section talks about specific emphasis to be given by
the state and central government for the food security of
people living in remote, hilly and tribal regions
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Section 31

This section refers to Schedule Il that enlists the
objectives to be realised progressively for advancing
food security through revitalisation of agriculture,
increased investment in agriculture, livelihood security
for farmers through remunerative prices, access to
inputs, credit, irrigation, power, crop insurance, etc.,
and prohibiting unwarranted diversion of land and
water from food production. Schedule Il also mentions
decentralised procurement, and scientific storage
facilityy, and expansion of capacity of railways for
movement of foodgrains

The most important part of the schedule is Provision 3
that refers to safe and adequate drinking water and
sanitation; health care; nutritional, health and education
support to adolescent girls, adequate pensions for
senior citizens, and persons with disability and single
women
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Section 32

Chapter Xlli
Miscellaneous

This section allows central and state governments
to continue and/or formulate any new welfare
schemes for ensuring food and nutrition security
for all.
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Section 33

State Food Commission may impose penalty of upto
Rs 3000 if Any public servant or authority found guilty
of failing to provide the relief recommended by the
District Grievance Redressal Officer.
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Section 36

NFSA 2013 has overriding effect in case of any
inconsistency with the existing provisions of any other
law.
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Section 37

Central government has the power to amend the
Schedule |, Il, Ill, and IV.
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Section 39

Central government has the power to make Rules on:
schemes, ie, nutrition support to children, nutrition
support and cash entitlements for pregnant and
lactating mothers, and cost sharing for food security
allowance, cash transfers, assistance to states, and
the likes.
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Section 40

State governments have the power to make rules on
identification criteria for priority households, Internal
Grievance Redressal Mechanism, District Grievance
Redressal Officer, Vigilance Committees, State Food
Commission, and related matters.
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Section 44

Governments are not liable for food shortages caused
by war, natural disasters, or other calamities.

Why NFSA 2013 is Important for You

‘Ensures affordable food for the most vulnerable.
‘Provides nutrition support for children, pregnant
women, and lactating mothers.

‘Empowers women by making them ration card heads.
‘Protects your rights through grievance redressal.
Know Your Rights, Stay Informed, and Ensure Food
Security for All!
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Email : ccl@nls.ac.in
Website : https://ccl.nls.ac.in
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